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Jesus is Your Steadfast Savior: He will accomplish his goal
 

31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”  32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’  33 In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!  34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!  35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
 

Have you ever made plans for a long vacation and even before the trip began you were delayed?  The kids got sick or the car wouldn’t start, an unexpected bill had to be paid and you couldn’t afford to go.  Or how about in middle of your trip…. there was a bad accident, a tornado swept through the area, and you were rerouted.  Or you arrived at your destination and the airline lost your luggage, the hotel didn’t have your reservation and they’re booked solid.  These things can distract you from getting to where you want to go.  

 

This morning, in the gospel from Luke, we will see that Jesus was on a journey.  He had objectives to accomplish as he traveled.  He had a goal to accomplish once he arrived.  However, his enemies tried to alter his travel plans.  They attempted to deter him.  But we will discover that Jesus is your Steadfast Savior; he will accomplish his goal.  

 

Voices shout from various locations in the vehicle, “Go this way!  No, go that way! I think you need to turn here.  No, cut through there.  I know a shortcut.”  Don’t you loathe backseat drivers?  It’s hard when people tell you what to do all the time.  If you’re military, you may be accustomed to that.  On the other hand, it might have made you into an angry and bitter individual.  Jesus heard similar comments as he traveled, “Leave this area!  Go to another place!”  The shouts came from men of the Jewish ruling class known as the Pharisees.  The area they wanted him to leave was Perea.  Perea was a territory north of Jerusalem and east of the Jordan River.  The gospel writers inform us that Jesus was traveling through the towns and villages, preaching, teaching, healing and driving out demons.  He was making his journey to Jerusalem one final time.  Now, some snobbish dudes dressed in fancy duds, colorful flowing robes, tried to change his travel plans.  

 

These Pharisees wanted the rabbi to leave their territory because his teachings were putting them out of a job.  The Pharisees taught works righteousness.  Jesus was preaching that in order to enter the kingdom of heaven you must go through the narrow door.  In other words, he was that narrow door, belief in him was the only way to heaven.  The Pharisees probably knew that Jesus was headed to Jerusalem.  What better place for him to go?  That was enemy territory for Jesus.  The Pharisees in Jerusalem had more clout and perhaps they could take care of this problem named Jesus of Nazareth.  

 

While these may have been hidden agendas the Pharisees also posed a bona fide reason for him to leave.  “Herod wishes to kill you.”  Herod Antipas, one of several sons of Herod the Great, held jurisdiction over the territory of Perea.  Herod had heard the reports about Jesus.  His attendants said to him, “This is John the Baptist risen from the dead!” (Matt 14:1)  The gospel writer Mark, in chapter 6, tells us that he was disturbed to hear these reports.  Remember that Herod had beheaded John the Baptist.  Perhaps he was disturbed by an uneasy conscience and disposed to superstition that this Jesus was really John, come back to haunt him.  At any rate, the Pharisees tried a scare tactic on Jesus to get him out of their hair!  They wanted Jesus to take a detour.    

 

What are your plans for this week?  Doing anything exciting?  Do your plans include anything for your own personal enjoyment and relaxation?  Do your plans include any service to the Lord?  The latter are, perhaps, the most important plans we can make.  Do you plan to read a little bit of your Bible everyday this week? Are you planning on assisting the TCW team this week and reach out to the community by canvassing, phone calling or providing meals?  Do you plan on sticking around after Bible study this morning to make a two year ministry plan for our congregation?  It is good to make plans, both personal and plans for the work of the Lord.  But if we do not keep our steadfast Savior always before us, then we can allow ourselves to get sidetracked.  For example, what goals will set for our congregation these next two years?  What activities will we want to carry out?  As we drive down the highway these next two years doing carrying out our ministry plan, orange construction signs may appear.  Caution: financial difficulty ahead!  Warning!  Certain time and effort required!  Up ahead: sacrifice and commitment!  We might think to ourselves….hmmm, maybe I should take this exit.      

 

Our enemies are at work among us.  Satan tempts us to seek an alternate route.  Your sinful nature causes you to be reluctant, to seek a bypass.  The sinful world posts various forms of billboards enticing you with its vices and pleasures causing you to be distracted from the goals you set.  As we set godly goals for our ministry here at Faith, we will run into detours.  The transmission of the congregation might drop onto the asphalt.  The engine may sputter and cough and we don’t know if it’ll keep running.  How do we keep on trucking in that situation?  How can we make plans and say with confidence, “We will keep going?”        

 

Similarly, how could Jesus say with such confidence, “I must, I will keep on going,” even though his enemies were determined to slow him down?  Satan surely used any opportunity and worked every angle, attempting to make Jesus take an easy exit.  The Pharisees themselves had already tried to kill Jesus.  The gospel writer John records at least four specific instances.  And now the tetrarch Herod wanted him dead.  

 

I like Jesus’ reply, “Go tell that fox…”  Appropriate name for Herod, a fox; a crafty and cunning creature, for certain an enemy of the church; he killed John the Baptist.  “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.  In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day.’”  I will not worry about you or any human authority attempting to alter my plans and the goals of my Father.  I will not take a detour.  It is necessary for me to keep going.  It is necessary that I continue to do what I’ve been doing; sharing the message of the kingdom of God, healing, casting out demons, conducting spiritual warfare.  It is necessary for me to be steadfast.  It is necessary for me to reach my goal.  

 

His goal and the objective of his Father were one and the same; that the Son of God must suffer and die.  Jesus always had that goal in sight.  He was your unwavering Savior.  He saw the caution signs ahead.  Warning!  Extreme suffering and imminent death ahead.  Caution: Hours of intense pain on a cross.  But he did not take the exit.  He reached his goal when he cried out, “It is finished!”  All sins for all people of all time have been paid for.  But that was not his end goal.  “After three days I will reach my goal.”  His final goal was three days after he said those words.  He bodily rose from the dead.  How could Jesus be so resolute?  How did he remain so focused on his goal despite all the distractions?  First of all, it was necessary.  It was prophesied.  But more importantly, he was your steadfast Savior because he loved those who were unlovable.  

 

Your steadfast Savior illustrated this point so well as he lamented the holy city, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you.”  It was recorded in the pages of Scripture as historical fact that the people of Jerusalem, the city with the center of worship to the LORD, repeatedly refused to listen to the LORD’s representatives.  They were unwilling, would not listen and did not care.  And yet, despite this fact, despite the fact that Jesus was walking into the lion’s den, knowing full well that he would meet the same end and suffer the same consequences as those he sent before him, he went, and he showed his love for that city and those people and for you by these words, “How often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings.”     

 

A mother hen is a very protective parent.  She will fight to the death to protect her chicks from their enemies who would fancy them as lunch.  She will do anything to defend her young.  There is a story of a farmer who witnessed a prairie fire that quickly devoured the area near his land.  As he walked through the scorched earth he heard a noise coming from the ground.  He looked and saw that the noise was coming from the burnt ashes of a chicken.  He walked over, picked up the remains and saw six little chicks safely chirping away in a hole.  Their mother had sacrificed herself to keep her children safe from the wildfire.  Jesus was willing to do this for those who were unlovable; the residents of Jerusalem.  He wanted to protect them from the wildfires of hell which their sins had earned them.  He wanted to sacrifice himself for the lost children of Israel, even if they were unwilling to receive the gift or believe it.  Jesus wanted to protect them from their enemies.  He wanted to spare them from God’s judgment of death and damnation, to protect them from their predators, death and the devil.          

 

That is exactly what your steadfast Savior did for you.  By nature you and I are no different than those residents of Jerusalem.  By nature we were unwilling, by nature we did not want to listen, and now, as Christians, even though you allow yourself to become sidetracked, to take a detour from the godly goals you have set for service to him, your steadfast Savior protected you from the consequences of those sins.  He allowed the torment of the fires of hell to come over him.  He remained resolute as God’s judgment over your sin was unleashed on him instead of you.  He protected you from the ultimate consequence of your sin, death, by accomplishing his goal on the third day and rising again.    

 

Your enemies cannot stop you now.  They cannot harm you.  They will attempt to make you take a detour from following his Word, from your plans, and his plans for your life.  Your enemies come to tell you, “It can’t be done. Don’t do it. Do this instead.  This will take too much money, time and effort,”  Trust in your steadfast Savior and lean on him, he who is resolute.  Make godly plans with confidence.  When look to your Savior, Christ at your side, and don’t take the detour, but keep all four tires on the road, locked in fifth gear, straight ahead.  There may be roadblocks, bumps and potholes in the road.  Look to your steadfast Savior for stability and control.    

 

Have you ever had to fly or drive somewhere far from home and a snowstorm came out of nowhere and you were rerouted or forced to pull over and stop?  Your whole itinerary was shot.  You were distracted from where you wanted to go, focused on problem at hand.  Although Jesus was dogged by enemies, he kept his goal before him.  He was resolute in what he wanted to accomplish.  He was steadfast in his travel plans.  Those plans included a trip to a hill outside of Jerusalem, and a cold, dark, tomb.  But his itinerary also included walking out of that tomb.  Jesus is your steadfast Savior. He accomplished his goal for you.  He loved the unlovable.  May you always keep your steadfast Savior before you as you make your travel plans for him.  Amen.   

 

This Week at Faith...
Today


                         Congregational Meeting……...….after Bible Study
Monday

                      Outreach calls………...………………………6:30pm
Tuesday

                      Outreach calls………….....…...…….………..6:30pm
Wednesday

                 The Book of Acts…....….……….…………….9:30am



                                   Youth confirmation……..…………………….4:30pm



                                   Choir rehearsal…………………………………..6pm



                                   Soup supper..………..……………………..6:15-7pm



                                   Lenten worship…………………………………...7pm
Thursday 

                    Outreach calls………………………………... 6:30pm 
Friday


                         Youth Lock-in
Next Sunday

              Worship……………………………..………….10am



                                   Family Bible Study…………………..……..11:15am
Serving our Lord Next Week (March 11):
Cleaning: Ebersole
Flowers: Whitaker 
Food: Wittmeier
Ushers/Counters: Murray & Fullen  
Last Week’s Numbers in response to God’s amazing grace
Sunday Worship: 62           
Family Bible Study—Adults: 39           Children: 9
Wed morning Bible Study: 8
Wed Lent Service: 22 
Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship
Compline: a service of prayer and mediation 
7pm 
Midweek Lenten Service Soup/Sandwich Suppers
Begin March 7th at 6:15pm
Sign up on the board 
TCW Team to assist with outreach March 2-11 
TCW stands for Travel/Canvass/Witness
Four young ladies from Martin Luther College will arrive on March 2nd to assist our congregation with outreach to the community.
We still meals for these ladies (sign up on the board), members to assist with canvassing and making visits; members to assist making phone calls to prospects and survey calls.  
We’d like to visit all of our prospects (about 300, so your help is needed) and hand them a personal invitation to share the joy of the resurrection we will celebrate at our Easter services.  No one will be asked to go alone.  If you can assist in this regards, please speak to Pastor Horn.   
Youth Lock-in this Friday Evening 
Speak to Elli Ebersole for more information 
(502) 942-9250 
elli_ebersole@yahoo.com 
 



Bored stiff? Loosen up...
Download and play hundreds of games for free on Yahoo! Games. 



Finding fabulous fares is fun.
Let Yahoo! FareChase search your favorite travel sites to find flight and hotel bargains. 

